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Have you ever prepared to go on a trip to somewhere fun or exotic? Did 
you download a countdown timer app so you could see each day how 
many days were left before your trip? Were you excited to travel? I 
remember the feeling before traveling to Israel with my wife and 
daughters. We were so excited we couldn’t wait. I don’t know about you, 
but I can’t wait to get to heaven!  
 
Today, we are going to study the Rapture. Think of the ‘Rapture’ as a 
method of travel. You can fly American Airlines, Hawaiian Airlines, or 
Southwest, to name a few.  

• The Christian will fly ‘Rapture’ air to meet Jesus in the clouds.  

 

Today, we are looking at a passage of scripture that contains a future 
prophecy. Some Bible teachers today erroneously proclaim that a study 
of the ‘rapture’ or ‘end times events’ is scary and unnecessary.  
 
Dr. Ed Hindson, who used to come here and speak before he went 

home to be with Jesus, used to say, “Prophecy wasn’t given to 
scare you, but to prepare you.” 
 

Prophecy, or the study of ‘End Times’ events, is known as the study of 

“Eschatology”.  
 
One of many proofs that the Bible is true is that God, through His word, 
accurately predicted events hundreds and even thousands of years 
before their fulfillment.  
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The “Prophecy Knowledge Handbook” says there are “more than 
1,000 prophecies recorded in the Bible – 500 of which have 
been fulfilled in a literal manner.” 
 
• 2 Peter 1:20-21 “20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is 

of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

• Isaiah 46:9-10a “9 For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like Me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times things that are not yet done.” 

 

UP we GO, so don’t be ignorant. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 “13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.”  

• Who’s the ‘you’ Paul is writing to? 

1. 1 Thessalonians 1:1 “To the church of the Thessalonians.” 
▪ We understand this to be the body of believers, or 

Christians, known as “the Church”. 
• This is an important distinction because the timing of 

the event Paul is about to describe is determined by 

who the ‘you’ is.  

o More on this in a moment. 

• There are two reasons Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica. 
1. The new Christians were confused about the return of Jesus 

Christ. Paul had told them that the Lord would return in the air 
and take them home, but some of their numbers had died. The 
bereaved ones wondered if their Christian dead would be 
included in the “catching up” of the church. Paul explained this in 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18. 

2. But there was a second confusion. Because the persecutions 
were so intense, some of the believers thought that “the Day of 
the Lord” had arrived. (It is possible that a forged letter 
contributed to this confusion. See 2 Thes. 2:1–2.) Paul wrote 2 
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Thessalonians to explain this doctrine and to assure them that 
the Day of the Lord had not yet arrived.” 1 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible 

exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 158). Victor Books. 

 
So, Paul writes. 
• “I do not want you to be ignorant.”  

1. To not have information about— ‘not to know, to be unaware of’. 
▪ It carries the idea of willful ignorance. 

• Question: Ignorant of what, Paul?  

o Answer: Of those who have died in Christ.  

▪ Otherwise, we will be sorrowful as those 
without hope.  

• Vs. 14 “if we believe that Jesus died and rose again”, the proof 

that believers are with Christ is His resurrection from the dead. 
1. 1 Corinthians 15:16-19 “16 For if the dead do not rise, then 

Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; 
you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.” 

• So, this group of people Paul is referring to is known as the ‘church’ 
or in Greek ‘ecclesia’ 

1. The first use of the word ‘church’ is found in Matthew 16. 
▪ Matthew 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

▪ The church is a separate entity from the nation of Israel. 

• The Jews as a people existed separately from the 
church. Jesus said in Matthew 16, “I will build My 
church.”  
o That was futuristic. 

 
‘While there are only two references to the church in the 
Gospels, there are 107 references in the Acts, the epistles, and 
Revelation…Paul affirmed the significance of Israel in God’s 
plans in Romans 9-11…So while the church is the primary focus 
of the New Testament after Acts 8, the nation of Israel is not 
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forgotten or viewed as being superseded by the church. Both 
the church and Israel have ongoing roles to play in God’s 
purposes.” The Popular Handbook on the Rapture, pp. 226- 227 
 

UP we GO to meet Jesus in the air. 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 “15 For this we say to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will 
by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord.” 

• This we say – 
o The topic of discussion, the event described. 

• By the Word of the Lord –  

o It’s on the authority of Jesus! 

• WE –  

o We who? 
o 1 Thessalonians 1:1 “Paul, Silvanus and Timothy…” 
o The readers of the epistle. 

o The what? 
o Let’s pretend we have no idea what event Paul is talking 

about. Whatever the event, Paul includes himself in it.  

• We also know… 
o Those alive won’t precede those dead in Christ. 

(Vs. 15) 
o The Lord will descend. (Vs. 16) 
o There will be a shout from an archangel. (Vs. 16) 
o There will be a trumpet sound. (Vs. 16) 
o The dead will rise first. (Vs. 16) 
o Those alive (born-again believers only) will be 

‘caught up’ (Vs. 17) 
o This meeting will be in the atmosphere. (Vs. 17) 
o After this event, we will be forever with the Lord. 

(Vs. 17) 
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The question is, what is this event called?  
• Well, Shadrach, don’t you know the word ‘rapture’ isn’t in the Bible?  

o No one ever claimed the word ‘rapture’ was in the Bible, but its 

clear teaching is.  

o Other doctrines/words not in the Bible. 

• The word ‘Bible’ isn’t in the Bible. 

• The word ‘Trinity’ isn’t in the Bible. 
• The word ‘Millennium’ isn’t in the Bible. 

o Except for the name ‘Bible,’ those are words we 

use to describe the doctrine.  

• Caught up – (vs. 17) 

o  “Our English word Rapture is derived from Latin. In the 
fourth century AD, the great scholar Jerome translated 
the Greek New Testament in Latin. In 1 Thessalonians 
4:17, Jerome translated the Greek word “harpazo” into 
the Latin raepitus. The Latin word “rapio” means “to 
seize, snatch, or seize away.” The word was eventually 
brought into English as Rapture.” Mark Hitchcock 

o We could easily call the event ‘The caught-up.’ 
o This event is widely known as the ‘Rapture’ 

 
So that’s why we call it the Rapture, but what exactly is it? 
1 Corinthians 15:50-52 “50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit 
incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed—52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  

• Notice again, Paul says, ‘We’ 
o We shall all be changed –  

o Changed – to cause a difference by altering the character 

or nature of something—‘to change, to alter, to make 
different.’ 
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• The ‘We’ statement of Paul is important to 

understanding ‘Who’ will be raptured.  

o The ‘Church’ is the ‘Who’. 
▪ This is also an indication of when it can 

happen. 

• Since Paul believed he could be part of 
the event and never stated that 
another event would happen before 
this one, we must conclude that it 
could happen at any moment.  
o This is known as the doctrine of 

‘Imminency’  
 

A constant prayer of the early Church was 
 

‘Maranatha’ – ‘O Lord Come!’ 
 

• The prayer of Maranatha only works if Jesus’ coming is imminent or 
a Pre-Trib Rapture. 
o 1 Corinthians 16:22 “If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus 

Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!” 
 

o So, the purpose of the event is three-fold.  
o To take us to where He is.  

• John 14:1-3 “1 Let not your heart be troubled; you 
believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s 
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 
be also.”  

o The transformation of the body. 
• Philippians 3:20-21 “20 For our citizenship is in 

heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our 
lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 



7 

 

body, according to the working by which He is able 
even to subdue all things to Himself.” 

• Again, Paul writing about the transformation of the 
believer including himself.  
o Colossians 3:4 “When Christ who is our life 

appears, then you also will appear with Him in 
glory.” 

o To deliver us from the wrath to come. 
• 1 Thessalonians 1:10 “…to wait for His Son from 

heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus 
who delivers us from the wrath to come.”  
o It is predominantly the 2nd ½ of the tribulation 

period found in Matthew 24 and Daniel 9.  
 

• The wrath to come/The Tribulation –  

o Tribulation—The Tribulation is a seven-year period when God 

will judge the world for its sin and unbelief. It will be a time of 
significant suffering, including natural disasters, wars, disease, 
and the rise of an influential evil leader called the Antichrist.  

o Isaiah 26:20-21 “20 Come, my people, enter your 
chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, 
as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation is past. 
For behold, the LORD comes out of His place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also 
disclose her blood, and will no more cover her slain.” 

o Matthew 24:21 “For then there will be great tribulation, 
such as has not been since the beginning of the world until 
this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

o Revelation 6:15-17 “15 And the kings of the earth, the great 
men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every 
slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and 
in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains 
and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who 
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For 
the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” 
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o It’s also a time when God will work to bring people, especially 
the nation of Israel, back to Him before Jesus returns to rule the 
earth. 

o Romans 11:26-27 “26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 27 For this is My 
covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” 

 
o Revelation 7:9-10 “9 After these things I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all 
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

 

‘The wrath to come’ in the Bible is described as ‘The Tribulation’.  
 
On a personal level, we will face tribulation. 
John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world.” 
 
We will face persecution. 
Matthew 5:12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

 
There are three views on the timing of the rapture pertaining to 
the…  

1. Pre-Tribulation (Removing the church before the tribulation.) 

a. We hold this view.  

2. Mid-Tribulation (Removing the church in the middle of the 

tribulation.) 

3. Post-Tribulation (Removing the church at the end of the 

tribulation.) 
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4. Pre-Wrath (The “Pre-Wrath” view of the Rapture argues that the 

first three-fourths of the Tribulation is the wrath of Man and Satan, 
not God's wrath.)  

 
Just a quick side note: 

• Many confuse the rapture and the second coming. Here are 
a few differences.  

 
Aspect Rapture Second Coming of Jesus 

Timing 
Occurs before the Tribulation 
(pre-trib view) 

Occurs after the Tribulation 

Jesus' 
Location 

Jesus comes in the air, 
believers meet Him there 

Jesus comes to the earth and 
sets foot on the Mount of Olives 

Who is 
affected 

Only believers (dead and 
living) are taken to heaven 

All people will witness it; 
judgment follows 

Purpose 
To rescue the Church from 
coming judgment 

To judge the world and establish 
His Millennial Kingdom 

Scripture 
references 

1 Thessalonians 4:16–17; 1 
Corinthians 15:51–52 

Revelation 19:11–16; Zechariah 
14:4; Matthew 24:30 

 
Who can be ‘raptured?’ 
• 1 Thessalonians 4:16 “…the dead in Christ will rise first.” 

o Those who have died “in Christ” meaning only believers! 
• 1 Thessalonians 4:17 “…we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught up…” 

o Current ‘Born-again’ believers. 

▪ 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 “20 But now Christ is risen from 
the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by 
Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.” 

▪ 1 Corinthians 15:50 “…flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God…” 

• John 3:3b “…unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.”  
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Can a Christian be left behind? 
• A better question might be, “Can someone who is truly born-

again get left behind?” or “Can a Christ follower get left 
behind?”  

▪ Not someone who self-identifies as a Christian but isn’t truly 
born-again. 

• 1 John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He 
appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at 
His coming.”  

▪ According to John, the believer living in sin when the rapture 
takes place will be ashamed.  

• It’s like a parent walking in on their child doing something 
they shouldn’t.  

 
Where will we meet? 
• Vs. 17 - In the clouds/ in the air –  

o We will be called UP to the clouds and meet Jesus in the air! 
o How will we get there?  

• Rapture Air 
 

How long will it take? (What’s the travel time?) 
• 1 Corinthians 15:52 “…in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye...” 

o Moment – Greek ‘atomos’ which is where we get our English 

word ‘atom.’ Pertaining to what happens in an instant, a flash of 
time so brief it could not be briefer (of course in an era before 
modern renderings of time measured in nano-seconds) 1 Swanson, 

J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) 
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 

o Twinkling – The twinkling, rapid movement of the eyeballs, a 

restatement of a virtually indivisible unit of time.” 1 Swanson, J. (1997). 

Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (electronic ed.). 
Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
 

▪ It will happen so fast; it will not be detectable by the 
human eye.  
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UP we GO, so comfort one another! 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 “Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 
• The Rapture isn’t a threat!  

o Slide- In an article by CNN, they cover that the teaching of the 

‘Rapture’ causes anxiety.  

o I would warn against saying a Bible teaching causes 
anxiety when the Bible calls it a comfort.  

• It’s a comfort! 
• Not only is it a comfort, but it’s also a hope! 
 

o 1 John 3:2-3 “2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when 
He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just 
as He is pure.” 

o This hope keeps us pure!  
o It keeps us living in light of Christ’s imminent return!! 

• A 3rd century poet named Theocritus wrote, “Hopes are among the 
living, the dead are without hope.” 
o Our hope (confidence) is that we will see those who have died in 

Christ again! 
o It’s called a ‘LIVING HOPE’ 

• The bride of Christ shouldn’t fear the bridegroom! She should wait 
with hope and confident expectation for him! 

• It’s a comfort because… 
o We will be united with our loved ones who have died in 

Christ (vs. 15-17). 
o We have a future in heaven with Christ to look forward to 

(vs. 17). 
o John 14:3b “…that where I am, there you may be also.” 

o We will escape the wrath to come. 
o 1 Thessalonians 1:10 “…wait for His Son from heaven, 

whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers 
us from the wrath to come.” 

o 1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God did not appoint us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
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So, what do we do now? 

• Wait with Expectation! 
o Hebrews 9:28 “…so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 

many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 
second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” 

o 1 Corinthians 1:7b “…waiting for the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

o 1 Thessalonians 1:10 “…wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come.” 

o  

• Look for Him! 
o Titus 2:11-13 “11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

• Live for Him! 
o Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 

who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.” 

o Colossians 3:17a “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus…” 

o Matthew 5:13-16 “13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for 
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 
“At the height of WWII, Protestant theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer was 
imprisoned for taking a stand against Hitler. Yet he continued to urge 
fellow believers to resist Nazi tyranny. A group of Christians, believing 
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that Hitler was the Antichrist, asked Bonhoeffer, "Why do you expose 
yourself to all this danger? Jesus will return any day, and all your work 

and suffering will be for nothing."  
 

Bonhoeffer replied, 
"If Jesus returns tomorrow, then tomorrow I'll rest from my labor. But 

today I have work to do. I must continue the struggle until it's finished." 
  Daily Bread, November 10, 1991. 

 


