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Christianity

Why is Nigeria on the 2022 World Watch List?
Christians continue to be attacked indiscriminately
and brutally in northern Nigeria, and Nigeria’s rank
has risen accordingly. The violence has continued
unabated—one of the only places in the world where
COVID-19 travel restrictions and lockdowns had little
impact on attacks against Christians.
What is life like for Christians?
Persecution in Nigeria is, simply put, brutally violent.
In much of northern Nigeria, Christians live their lives
under the constant threat of attack from Boko Haram,
the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP), Fulani
militants and criminals who kidnap and murder with
few consequences. The violence is so bad it has begun
to travel south, as well.

This is Nigeria’s
highest ever
ranking on the
World Watch List.

While all citizens of northern Nigeria are subject to
threats and violence, Christians are often specifically
targeted because of their faith—ISWAP and Boko
Haram want to eliminate the Christian presence in
Nigeria, and Muslim Fulani militants attack Christian
villages specifically. In addition to the risks of violence,
Christians in some of Nigeria’s northern states also
live under Shariah law, where they face discrimination
and treatment as second-class citizens. Christians
who convert from Islam also face rejection from their
families and often are pressured to recant their faith in
Jesus; sometimes, they are even violently attacked.
Where is God at work in Nigeria?
Nigeria is home to countless horrific attacks. And yet,
God is working through His people. “Faith,” a woman who
experienced sexual assault when she was kidnapped by
militants, found healing through a trauma care center
supported by Open Doors. The trauma counseling she
received does not remove the pain—but it showed Faith
how God is with her even in the darkest times. Christians
in Nigeria are showing the reality of God’s faithfulness,
no matter what.

How can I pray with Christians in Nigeria?

MEET ROSE:

“When I lost my husband,
my in-laws never cared about
me; they didn’t come to check
on me or the children. When
[our daughter] Patience died,
I thought they would rally
around me, but nobody came.
I felt so pained in my heart …
But I decided to let go of my
bitterness and let God heal me.”

Day 1: 2021 was dominated by reports of increased
lawlessness. Pray that national and local authorities
would work to find solutions and uphold justice.
Day 2: The level of trauma among Christians is reaching
crisis levels as men are killed, women are raped and
abducted, and youths are left in despondency over the
future. Pray for healing and hope.
Day 3: Pray that Open Doors’ work in the country will
bear fruit.
Day 4: Pray for the many militant groups who attack
Christians in Nigeria. Ask God to change their hearts
as only He can.
Day 5: The goal of the Enemy is to weaken the Church
through repeated attacks. Ask God to preserve His
people, that the violence would not shake the faith of
Nigerian Christians.
Day 6: Ask God to be with believers who have been
kidnapped. Pray for their release and their wounds.
Day 7: Pray for Christians who are rebuilding after an
attack. Ask God to help them know they are part of a
worldwide family of believers.

